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Magnolia Community Meeting 

Regarding Fort Lawton Housing 

4/30/14 

Attendees: -Michael Herschensohn, Board President, Historic Seattle Foundation; President, Queen 
Anne Historical Society 

  -Jeffrey Cunningham, President, Magnolia Historical Society 

  -Sidney Kuboi, Navy 

  -Greg Raap, Forest City 

  -Richard Kendall, Alison Partners 

  -Patti Petesch, Supervisor of Discovery Park, City of Seattle 

  -Susan Boyle, President, BOLA Architecture and Planning 

-Gary Gaffner, Board Member, Friends of Discovery Park; President, Volunteer, 
Discovery Park Advisory Council (DPAC) 

  -Jack McCullough, Attorney, McCullough Hill Leary, PS 

  -Gary Blakeslee, President, Thrive Communities 

  -Tyler Dorsey, Creative Director, Thrive Communities 

  -Monica Wooton, Board Member, Magnolia Historical Society 

Not in attendance at this meeting; but, part of the group: Mimi Sheridan, Historic Preservation 
Consultant, member Magnolia Historical Society (had a class to teach that night);  Eugenia Woo, Historic 
Seattle, had a conflicting meeting; and, Magnolia Community Council President Stephen DeForest (was 
omitted by mistake on email invitation thread); and, they intended to attend and will in the future.  

Monica Wooton 

• Introduction and opening comments at 7:00pm.  

Monica thanked Thrive for getting the meeting together and asked all parties to sign-in and 
introduce themselves. She commented that this was a good step in beginning this new era with 
open dialog and good will. 

Gary Blakeslee 

• We’re passionate about contributing to great communities. Rise Properties Trust owns several 
properties and Thrive Communities manages the properties for Rise and 12 other owners; 
Thrive doesn’t own any properties.  
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• Susan Boyle as architectural firm working with Thrive.  She’s a distinguished leader regarding 
preservation, and has many years of involvement with the Landmarks Preservation Board, and 
Fort Lawton Housing. 

• GGLO, well known Seattle architectural firm is the prime architect, working on interiors and 
landscapes. 

• Jack McCullough is representing the buyer in purchasing property from Forest City.  
• Property title has transitioned from Navy to Forest City.  
• We expect Rise will close on the purchase by mid-summer; Greg Raap thinks August, due to lot 

boundary clarifications and various utility easement/ownership documents between Forest City 
and the City of Seattle.  

• There is a request into the city for a unit lot subdivision. This will only involve drawing of lines so 
that each home owner can own the land around their home.  The sale is not conditioned on this 
process, and this in no way implies new units or new construction. 

• The quantity and use of the 26 residences will not change.  
• There will be a Home Owners Association with Codes, Covenants and Restrictions. 
• Restrictions will be provided to all future owners, including Fort Lawton Design Guidelines for 

the Fort Lawton Landmark District.  These restrictions will run with title. 
• Construction/rehabilitation work will start upon closing. 

Question (Michael H.): What kind of construction? 

Answer (Gary B.): Rehabilitation of landscape, roofing, painting, and interior modernization. All this 
will follow the design guidelines. 

Question (Michael H.): Will you be asking for any exceptions? 

Answer (Gary B.): No. 

Question (Michael H): Are interiors protected? 

Answer (Susan B.): No 

Question (Michael H.): What about the duplexes? 

Answer (Susan B.): There are two single family homes and 12 buildings with two homes in each.  

 

Susan Boyle 

• Remembers when Discovery Park opened, was intensely involved as volunteer on the 
Preservation Board and the Landmarks Board in the 80’s. 

Question (Monica W.): Expressed concern about the common buildings in the old historic 
district that are unoccupied and that aren’t being cared for. 
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Answer (Susan B.): Maybe that’s something that will get better with constituent’s support.  

• The process has been the result of contributions from many people 
• Worked with Michael Nanney/Forest City to put together proposals made to Landmarks 

Board including- replacing garages, creating different exits for the residences that allowed 
more privacy. 

• Also worked on the technical design subjects like the roof and paint color, helped with curb 
replacement and soil mitigation and landscape when Forest City and Navy needed it.  These 
were approved previously and documented in Certificates of Approval that are public 
record. 

Comment (Monica W.): These are very minor changes all approved in the Guidelines and there 
was very little opposition to them during the process of adoption to the Guidelines. 

Question (Michael H.): Will it be in The National Register of Historic Places? 

Answer (Susan B.): Yes 

Comment (Greg Raap): The covenants will continue to be passed on and run with the title and 
land forever.  

Question (Michael H.) Is HOA going to be owning and managing the covenants? 

Answer (Susan B.) Landmarks will work with DPD to notify the individuals that aren’t in 
compliance.  

Comment (Gary Gaffner): This is unlike when the Historic Seattle can take over a property if they 
aren’t in compliance because of ownership by Historic Seattle. 

Gary Blakeslee 

• Secondary sales of the homes will potentially begin late fall.  
• We are creating a website that will be live in the next few weeks so interested people can 

register and we can keep in touch about the progress.  
• They will be sold for prices comparable to homes in the greater Magnolia area.  

Question (Monica W.): Will you sell one at a time? 

Answer (Gary B.): The process will be a slow and methodical sequence, maybe 2-3 at a time. 

Question (Michael H.): Will you need to go to the Landmarks board again? 

Answer (Susan B.): We’re planning to go back for final review.  

Comment (Monica W.): It would be good if they go through the formal process with review for the 
public. 



Page 4 
 

Magnolia Community Meeting 

Regarding Fort Lawton Housing 

4/30/14 

Comment (Susan): The Certificates of Approval process is posted, and identified in the agendas of 
the Landmarks Preservation Board by the historic preservation program within the Dept. of 
Neighborhoods (DON). 

Question (Moncia W.) When is public comment period over with (relating to the unit lot 
subdivision)? 

Answer (Jack M. ): May 14th. 

Question (Monica W.): There will be a public hearing. 

Answer (Jack M.): It will be a public meeting with the DPD to explain scenario, not a public hearing.  

Comment (Patti P.): They have been exploring meeting rooms for public meeting. 

Question (Monica W.): For the HOA and Codes Conditions and Restrictions- how do you visualize 
this coming about? 

Answer (Gary B.): We will hire an attorney to draft the HOA, then research appropriate CC&Rs for 
this particular community. The manner in which these homes function as a community is very 
important to us, so we will make sure to be thoughtful about the regulations. We would love to hear 
your comments on this subject.  

Comment (Monica W.): Expressed the need to include the Discovery Park Master Plan in HOA. 
During the interior renovations, there’s concern about traffic with all the people walking. Expressed 
the need for a pathway of communication to voice concerns throughout the transitioning. 

Comment (Patti P.): We’ve already been working with Forest City for navigating traffic during the 
lead abatement and it’s going well.  

Comment (Gary B.): We have Director of Construction that would like to meet with you to learn of 
your concerns and define a logistics plan with you.  

Comment (Patti P.): Parks Department has a project review process, the Project Manager Don Harris 
is on vacation currently.  

Comment (Jack M.): Spent time with Donn to figure out parks vs. owner responsibilities. 

Comment (Monica W.): Need to talk about media, PR, massive amounts of misleading information 
circulating. Monica had a conversation with Bennent Barr Mayor’s representative regarding notes 
from Mom and Dad’s Group of Magnolia with vicious and uninformed comments.  

He expressed that he needed more information to send out a further response and was working on 
that. Monica pointed out there was much information in the Magnolia history books: Magnolia: 
Memories & Milestones and Magnolia; Making More Memoires on the Fort and Park history. 
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Comment (Gary B.): Exchanged calls with the Mayor’s rep Bennett Barr today and provided him the 
info he requested. First, confirmation that we’re not adding any new residences. Second, 
confirmation that there will be an HOA. Third, describe relationship between Rise, Thrive and Forest 
City.  

Comment (Monica W.): All the confusion and misleading information is from Julia Allen’s request to 
get others to write a letter to the Mayor. Someone has started a Facebook page to discuss their 
thoughts.  

Comment (Richard K.): We have media plan started and appreciate the engagement of this group in 
helping to give knowledgeable feedback. 

Monica Wooton 

• 8:03pm Thanked those that came and said this had been a positive, constructive meeting. She 
expressed the desire to set up regular meetings together for ongoing dialog as we go through 
the transfer, rehabilitation and sales of the property. 

 

 

 

 

 


